Book Two, Chapters 13-24.
Study Questions: Guess answers based on the details in the novel.
11.  In the middle of Chapter 14, when Frederic says he loves Catherine, do you believe him?  Why or why not?
12.  Toward the end of Chapter 16, why does Catherine want to be lied to?  Is Frederic's lie wrong?  Are Catherine and Frederic in love?  (Hint: Consider  the priest's definition of love about a page from the end of Chapter 11.)  If not, what sort of relationship are they involved in at this point of the story?  How can you tell?
13.  What are Catherine and Frederic's reasons for not getting married?  (Hints:  See their discussion about marriage and children about a page or so from the end of Chapter 18.  Later, see Catherine's stated reason in Chapter 38.) In view of your answer to the previous question, are their stated motives all there is to it?
14.  In Chapter 19, after meeting him, what do you think of Ettore Moretti? What does Catherine think of him?  How does Frederic seem to feel about him?  Why might Hemingway introduce such a character at this point?
15.  IMPORTANT: At the end of Chapter 19, 
    a.  Why is Catherine afraid of rain?
    b.  Catherine says she can keep Frederic safe, but "nobody can help themselves."  In view of her St. Anthony medal, is she right about her ability to keep Frederic safe?
    c.  Is she right about her inability to help herself stay safe?
(You'll need to revisit this question after you've finished the novel and found out what happens to them.)
    d. What might the rain symbolize?  (Hint: In view of its importance to Catherine and its pervasiveness in the story, the rain affects the mood of the story and it may mean something about life.) (Reading Strategy: You could do yourself a real favor by keeping a list of what's happening in the story each time it rains.  If you can see a pattern in such a list, you can figure out a very effective answer to this question about what rain symbolizes in this story.)
16.  Near the middle of Chapter 21, Catherine says, "Life isn't hard to manage when you've nothing to lose."  In view of her news less than a page later, what could she mean?
17.  Is Catherine brave?  (Hint: For starters, see her ideas near the end of Chapter 21 about brave deaths.  Consider her pointing gesture near the end of Chapter 24.  Contrast her yielding to Lt. Henry, her fear of rain, and her wanting to be lied to.)  What causes or prevents bravery?
18.  Contrast Frederic's dream of taking Catherine to a Milan hotel in the middle of Chapter 7 with the reality in Chapter 23.  How are the motives and circumstances in his dream different from the motives for their real visit?  How has his attitude toward Catherine changed in the intervening chapters?
Research Questions
The following list of research questions ties in directly with Book Two. The list mixes military, historical, geographical, medical, cinematic, and biographical topics as needed to get you information you can use to help you understand this portion of Hemingway's novel a bit more deeply.  The lettering continues the run started with Book One's research questions. (Click photos to access original, larger image.)
R.  Concerning Lt. Henry's relationship with his family, are there hints in Ernest Hemingway's familial relations that might explain Lt. Henry's estrangement as a biographical parallel? (Hints: The novel mentions quarrelling, sight drafts [bank drafts], and a postcard.)
S.  Did the Milan opera house probably have benches?  If
 so, did people throw them at the singers?  If not, what was the design of La Scala between 1910 and 1920?
T.  How effective were birth control measures of this era?  What birth control methods existed in the first quarter of the 20th Century?  What would an informed adult, like a nurse or a soldier, have known about birth control in this era?
U.  Could Lt. Henry's jaundice have been caused by drinking?  How does drinking cause jaundice of the liver? How much drinking does it take? Trace Lt. Henry's drinking through the novel; does he deliberately try to induce jaundice, do you think?  Besides drinking, what causes jaundice? Does Lt. Henry's drinking diminish after he loves Catherine?  Does it decrease after he's in Switzerland?  Secondarily, review the kinds of drinks the characters imbibe in the story; what are they and what do they taste like, such as Kimmel?
V.  Was Hemingway himself a heavy drinker?  Why or why not?  Consider especially Hemingway's drinking during his World War I experience and his drinking habits over a decade later when he was writing the novel, although his drinking later in life might be relevant, too.
    Secondarily, did Hemingway himself ever have jaundice or even sclerosis of the liver? 
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