A Streetcar Named Desire
Study Guide
Scene 1
1. In what city is the play set?
2. What does Stanley carry as he enters at the beginning of the play?
3. To what does Williams compare Blanche’s manner and clothing in the stage directions?
4. What directions was Blanche given to Stella’s place?
5. What relationship is Blanche to Stella?
6. What job did Blanche previously have?
7. What is Belle Reve?
8. How does Blanche feel about Stella’s home?

9. Why does Blanche say she left her job?

10. What Happened to Belle Reve?

Scene 2

1. What about herself does Stella ask Stanley not to mention to Blanche?
2. What, according to Stella, is Blanche’s “little weakness”?

3. What does Stanley say the Napoleonic Code is?

4. What favor does Blanche ask Stanley?

5. Why does Blanche ask Stella to get her a Coke at the drugstore?

6. What does Blanche say she’ll burn?

7. For what does Stella apologize to Blanche?

8. Why do Blanche and Stella go out on poker night?

Scene 3

1. Why doesn’t Mitch enjoy going out?
2. Describe the joke Steve tells.

3. What about Stanley makes Stella think that he will succeed in life?

4. Who gave Mitch his silver cigarette case?

5. What does the name Blanche mean?

6. What does the name DuBois mean?

7. What lies does Blanche tell Mitch about Stella?

8. After Blanche and Mitch begin dancing, what does Stanley do with the radio?

9. For what does Blanche thank Mitch?

Scene 4

1. What did Stanley do on his and Stella’s wedding night?

2. What was Stella’s response to Stanley’s wedding night behavior?

3. What does Stella mean when she says she is not in anything that she has a desire to get out of?

4. Who is Shep Huntleigh?
5. How much money does Blanche have?

6. Blanche tells Stella she can’t live with Stanley. Why can’t she?

7. What does Blanche say about Stanley when she speaks “plainly” about him?
8. Of what are Blanche and Stella unaware as Blanche speaks “plainly” about Stanley?

Scene 5

1. Of what does Eunice accuse Steve?

2. To where does Eunice go after her fight with Steve?

3. Why does Blanche think Stanley is an Aries?

4. What astrological sign is Blanche?

5. Who is Shaw?

6. How does Blanche respond physically (according to the stage directions) to Stanley’s inquiry about Shaw?

7. What does Blanche say about the Flamingo hotel?
8. What does Blanche say about “soft people”?

9. What does Blanche do when the Coke spills over onto her pretty white skirt?

10. Why does Blanche want to deceive Mitch?

11. Why does Blanche want Mitch?

12. What does Blanche do to the newspaper boy?

Scene 6

1. How does Blanche define “the law of nature”?
2. What does Blanche look for in the sky?

3. What personal information does Mitch ask Blanche while Stanley and Stella are out?

4. Why does Blanche secretly roll her eyes?

5. What does Blanche tell Mitch about Stanley?

6. What does Blanche reveal about her husband?

7. How did Blanche’s husband die?

Scene 7

1. For what occasion is Stella preparing at the opening of Scene Seven?
2. Why did Blanche leave the Flamingo?

3. How does Stella react to Stanley’s revelations about Blanche?
4. What song does Blanche sing in the bathtub while Stanley tells what he has learned about Blanche?

5. According to Stanley, why did Blanche leave school?

6. Why doesn’t Mitch come over for the birthday celebration?

7. What did Stella hope about Mitch and Blanche?

8. How does Stanley make sure that Blanche will leave?

Scene 8

1. Describe the funny story (joke) Blanche tells.
2. Why does Stanley hurl a plate to the floor?
3. To whom does “pair of queens” refer?

4. What does Stanley mean by “get the colored lights going”?
5. What does Blanche realize that she shouldn’t have done?

6. What does Stanley give Blanche as a birthday present?

7. What does Stella request at the end of Scene Eight?

Scene 9

1. Why does Mitch ask Blanche if she is out of her mind?

2. Why does Mitch turn on the light?

3. How does Blanche respond when Mitch confronts her about the Flamingo?

4. Describe the Mexican woman.

5. What does Blanche say is the opposite of Death?

6. Why doesn’t Mitch want to marry Blanche anymore?

7. Why does Blanch scream “Fire! Fire! Fire!”?

Scene 10

1. At the beginning of Scene Ten, what is Blanche wearing?

2. Why did Stanley come home from the hospital?
3. From whom does Blanche claim she has received a telegram?

4. Into what garments does Stanley change when he comes home from the hospital?

5. What will make Blanche “weep with joy”?

6. What lie does Blanche tell Stanley about her meeting with Mitch?
7. What can the audience see through the back wall after Blanche’s frantic attempt to call Shep Huntleigh?

8. With what does Blanche physically threaten Stanley?

9. What happens at the end of Scene Ten?

Scene 11

1. As the final scene opens, what are the men doing?

2. Where is Stella sending Blanche in the final scene of the play?

3. Where does Blanche believe that she is going in the final scene?

4. What advice does Eunice give Stella?

5. What does Blanche say will cause her to die?
6. What item does Stanley ask Blanche if she wants to take with her?

7. On what has Blanche said she has always depended on?
