Name:  ________________________________________________

The Autobiography of Malcolm X






Chapter 1 -- Nightmare

Directions: Complete the summary using the words in the Word Bank.


All of his life, Malcolm believed that he would die by  _________________
just as many of his relatives had.


The reader learns that Malcolm’s father, Reverend Earl Little, was a Baptist

____________________  . He believed, just as Marcus Garvey did, that the Negro

race needed to return to their roots in Africa in order to attain freedom, independence 

and  _____________________  . He traveled frequently and  ___________________

many people with his preaching. As a result, the family had to move frequently. His

preaching eventually led to their home being  ____________________  to the 

ground as the white policemen and firemen watched. 


Malcolm recalls that his father was strict with the children and  

____________________  them if they broke the rules. He also beat Malcolm’s

____________________  . Reverend Little earned money for the family by being

a  _____________________  preacher and doing odd jobs. He  ________________  violently 

when Malcolm was six. Supposedly he had been  ____________________  by a streetcar. But,

the black community believed he had been   ____________________  by members of a local 

hate group called the Black Legion. Malcolm’s mother became a widow at the age of 34 with

____________________  children to take care of.


Malcolm’s mother, Louise Little, had been   ____________________  

in Grenada. She was ashamed of the fact that her father had been   
_________________ .  As a result – Louise  ____________________  like a white
woman with light skin and straight, black hair. Malcolm remembers that his mother

was  ______________________  with him than his father was.


Life  ____________________ after his father died. His older siblings

quit school in order to   ____________________  and help take care of the other 

children. His mother started to buy things on  _____________________  due to the

lack of money. She tried to find work with white families, but, they would fire her

once they discovered that she was  _____________________  . Always, during this

time, his mother remained  ____________________  and resented the free food 

from Welfare. However, even with Welfare, there wasn’t enough  ______________

or money for the family. 


Then the   _____________________  hit and there was even less work, 

money and food. Malcolm began to  ____________________  food and he 

learned about gambling. About this time the Welfare system tried to get Malcolm and his 

siblings into  ____________________  care. Malcolm was targeted first because he had 
gotten into  ____________________  for stealing. The “system” then targeted his mother,

Louise, as being  ___________________  and an unfit mother. Louise began to show signs of

the  _____________________ of feeding eight children and being a widow.


Louise became less   _____________________  and more withdrawn.

She was eventually sent to the State Mental Hospital where she  

____________________  for 26 years! The state sent Malcolm to 

_____________________  with the Gohannase family. Later, the state sent the 

remaining  ______________________  to live with three other families. 

Malcolm’s family was   _____________________  apart.


There are several other   ____________________  facts that need to be

noted:


-- Malcolm inherited from his mother his   ____________________  ,
“mariny” skin color and matching reddish-brown hair. For awhile he

considered his light skin color to be a  ___________________  symbol. His

feelings later  _____________________  .


-- Early in life Malcolm did not believe in Jesus as a  __________________  person. He 
had little appreciation for the   _____________________  religion and beliefs.


-- He learned that crying out in  ___________________  could accomplish things.


-- Malcolm also learned that “ … if you see somebody winning all of the time, he isn’t

gambling, he’s  _____________________.” (pg.16)


-- Malcolm blames the state social agency for  ____________________  his family.
Word Bank


angered


beat


burned


died


eight


guest


hit


killed


minister


mother


self-respect


violence





Word Bank


black


born


changed


crazy


credit


Depression


food


foster


looked


proud


steal


stress


stricter


trouble


white


work





Word Bank


changed


cheating


children


Christian


destroying


divine


important


light


live


protest


responsible


split


status


stayed








