Name:  ________________________________________________

The Autobiography of Malcolm X






Chapter 3 – “Homeboy”

Directions: Complete the summary using the words in the Word Bank.


Malcolm arrived in Boston looking like a  ____________________  .

Ella encouraged Malcolm to take a few days and get to   ___________________

the Boston area.


Malcolm was  ______________________  at the variety of black

neighborhoods. They ranged from the  ____________________  to the very rich

Roxbury neighborhood. Ella began to encourage Malcolm to find some

____________________  . But, rather than the  “____________________  young

people [his] age” (pg. 44) Malcolm would go to the town ghetto in search of

friends and entertainment. He heard new words and expressions, saw children 

gambling and saw  _______________________  couples drinking together in

public bars. He   ______________________  this area!


When it came time for Malcolm to find a  _____________________  he 

headed to the ghetto and into a poolroom. He met   _______________________  ,
a ‘hip cat’ , who was excited to take Malcolm under his wing. It turned out that  Shorty was also 
from   ______________________  and was about 10 years older than Malcolm. Shorty used his 
contacts at the   ____________________   hall  to help Malcolm find a job.


That very   ____________________  , Shorty came through with a job.

Freddie, the  ________________________  boy at the Roseland State Ballroom,

was retiring. Malcolm could have the  ________________________  . So, he 

hurried to the  _____________________  to learn how to be a shoeshine boy.


Malcolm soon learned that it was less about shining  _________________

and more about helping people connect with alcohol, reefers and whores. As the 

retiring Freddie stated: “… everything in the world is a  ____________________.”

(pg. 51)


Shorty not only got Malcolm a job, he also introduced him to alcohol,

cigarettes,  ______________________  and buying on credit. His first purchase

was a sky-blue  ____________________  suit along with a matching hat. 

Malcolm was so proud that he sent pictures back to his family in Michigan to

show them how  _____________________  he was. The next step was to get a
‘________________________  ‘  - the term for straightening hair. It

________________________  like crazy but, Malcolm loved the look and wore it

 like that for many years.


Looking back, Malcolm realized that he was  ____________________  himself in order 

to look white.
Word Bank


amazed


friends


ghetto


hick


job


know


loved


Michigan


mixed


nice


pool


Shorty





Word Bank


ballroom


burned


conk


day


degrading


hustle


job


reefer


shoes


shoeshine


successful


zoot








