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The Autobiography of Malcolm X






Chapter 4 -- Laura

Directions: Complete the summary using the words in the Word Bank.


For years Malcolm was afraid to  ______________________  . Then as
time went on, he   _____________________  and loved it. In fact, he loved it so

much that he  _____________________  his job at the Roseland so that he could 

go to the dances. His sister Ella was happy and hoped that Malcolm would find a 

more  ________________________  job.

For his first dance Malcolm bought another new suit, on credit, and got a

_______________________  conk. He started dancing the moment he got there 
with any  ________________________  he could grab. After that, he never  

_______________________  a dance.


Ella found Malcolm a new  _________________ . He worked the soda

fountain at the corner  ____________________  . Malcolm  _________________

it because he believed that all of the neighborhood blacks put on airs and 

pretended to be better than they really were. Many times he was tempted to  quit   -- until he met  

______________________  .


Laura was a  _____________________  at the soda shop. Every day she 

would bring her school   _____________________  and read while she ate a

banana split. Laura did not put on  ______________________  like the other

‘hill’ Negroes. Seeing her read, reminded Malcolm of how much he used to

_____________________  reading.

It took Malcolm five or six weeks to start a  _____________________

with her. She believed in Malcolm and his  ____________________  . Laura was 

____________________  and innocent. One day Laura mentioned that she loved to  
_______________________  . Because Laura’s grandmother was strict, Laura   
_______________________  to her so that she  could go to a dance with Malcolm. 
It turned out that Laura was a    ____________________  dancer. Ella was ecstatic 
that Malcolm had brought home a  ______________________  girl. However, 
Malcolm did not think of Laura as his girl and continued to spend time with Shorty
 in the    ___________________  .


To his surprise, Laura   _____________________  Malcolm to the next 

dance. Laura   ____________________  her grandmother and told her that she was

going out to a dance. Her grandmother was not happy with Laura and her

____________________  . Malcolm and Laura competed in the ‘spotlight’ dance and they both 

became crowd   _______________________  .


But, towards the end of the evening, a fine-looking  ____________________

woman, Sophia, approached Malcolm. He  _____________________  all about

Laura.


Malcolm and Sophia began seeing each other and went out in the 

____________________  neighborhoods two or three times a week. She was a

____________________  symbol for 16 year old Malcolm. She was white, had

money and a  ____________________  .  When Ella found out about Sophia, she was 

_____________________  with Malcolm. He soon moved   ____________________  

of Ella’s house and into Shorty’s apartment. Sophia paid the ____________________.

Malcolm   ______________________  his job at the drugstore and found a new

job as a busboy.


Laura did   ____________________  fair so well. She became an

_______________________  and a prostitute. Later in life, Malcolm had 

____________________   about treating Laura so poorly.
Word Bank


dance


drugstore


hated


job


Laura


learned


missed


partner


professional


quit


respectable





Word Bank


airs


books


choices


conversation


dance


defied


dreams


enjoy


favorites


hetto


invited


lied


nice


regular


sweet


wonderful





Word Bank


addict


black


car


disgusted


forgot


not


out


quit


regrets


rent


status


white








