Name:  ________________________________________________

The Autobiography of Malcolm X






Chapter 5 -- Harlemite

Directions: Complete the summary using the words in the Word Bank.


World War II had started and, at 16, Malcolm was too young to 

____________________  . Ella helped Malcolm get a job with the

____________________  . Malcolm was first assigned to a __________________

that ran from Boston to Washington, D.C. . Malcolm was appalled by the

____________________  and poor living conditions of the black community

in and around Washington. 


He was then   _____________________  to the train that ran from Boston 

to New York City. Malcolm was excited to see and  _____________________

the “Big Apple”.  Every layover in New York, Malcolm would  

____________________  a different part of the Harlem. Small’s Paradise, a bar, 

had a ___________________  ,  calm demeanor. No one seemed to put on 

_____________________  . Malcolm also discovered  the
___________________  , more colorful side of Harlem like : the

Braddock Hotel, the Savoy Ballroom and the streets along 8th Avenue.  He was  

______________________  to the city. 


Malcolm’s personality continued to  ____________________  .

He was becoming “an uncouth,  _______________________  young Negro”

(pg.80). He would often “come to   _____________________  , loud and

wild and half-high on liquor or reefers” (pg. 81) cursing co-workers and

customers. He had many  ___________________________  from customers filed

against him resulting in warnings from the railroad. He was finally

________________________  .


Malcolm traveled back to   ______________________  to see his family.
He caused quite a stir with his zoot suits,  _____________________  hair and

language.


Once back in New York he landed a job with a different

____________________  . This time he traveled from New York to Florida.

Once again, he was fired because of his  _____________________  . Since he was a regular at 

Small’s Paradise Bar, and was well-liked by the owners, Malcolm was offered a position as a 

____________________  . He was now 17. Malcolm   ______________________  working at 

Smalls and was determined not to get fired.


From the customers Malcolm learned the history of  ______________________  and the 

appeal of the entertainment to the white community. Harlem became a   ____________________

attraction. Besides the history of Harlem, Malcolm also learned about the  __________________

of the numbers, pimping, thievery and peddling dope.
Word Bank


addicted


airs


enlist


experience


explore


louder


poverty


quiet


railroad


train


transferred





Word Bank


behavior


change


complaints


conked


fired


Harlem


hustles


loved


Michigan


railroad


tourist


waiter


wild


work








