Name:  ________________________________________________

The Autobiography of Malcolm X






Chapter 6 – “Detroit Red”

Directions: Complete the summary using the words in the Word Bank.


Malcolm loved to play the   _____________________  hoping to get

rich. Playing the numbers means that you had to correctly pick the last three 

numbers of the Stock Exchange’s daily  _____________________  of sales. 

Malcolm also learned about the Fabulous Forty Thieves gang who stole, then sold,

men’s suits, how to identify undercover cops and most importantly: never

_______________________  anyone outside your circle of friends. Malcolm moved 

into a new   _______________________  building where he continued his education 

in the worlds of hustling and women. Malcolm reflects that the white man’s morals
were a  ____________________  .


Malcolm shares colorful stories about famous  _____________________ in 

Harlem like : Dutch Schultz, “Cadillac” Duke, “Few Clothes” and “Sammy the

Pimp”. Sammy later became Malcolm’s closest  ____________________  .

Because Malcolm was from Michigan, and because of the color of his skin

and hair, on the  _____________________  , Malcolm became known as “Detroit Red”. 


Sophia would occasionally take a   _____________________  to New York so she 

could spend time with Malcolm even though she was now married. Her looks and skin color 

continued to give Malcolm ____________________   in the community.


Malcolm was still working at Smalls as a  ____________________  . One day
at work Malcolm broke the unspoken   _____________________   of “…never get

involved with anything that could be interpreted as ‘impairing the morals’ of 

servicemen.” (pg. 100) Malcolm had offered, a sad, lonely serviceman, the phone

number of a  ______________________  . The soldier was actually a military

____________________  . Malcolm was taken to the   ___________________

precint. But, rather than being  _______________________  , he was only

scared by one of his police friends. Unfortunately, because of this incident,

Malcolm lost his  _______________________  at Small’s.


Malcolm’s   ________________________  , Sammy the Pimp,  came to his

rescue. Together they decided that Malcolm’s   ________________________

should be to sell  reefer. Malcolm knew many   _________________________

and they had a reputation for smoking reefer. Seventeen year old Malcolm was
making a   ______________________   of $60 - $70 a day!  The narcotics

_____________________  became aware of Malcolm selling reefer and would try to

catch him with possession. Malcolm devised a variety of ways to  _________________

the police and started carrying a gun for his protection. The police were soon able to stop 
and   ________________________  Malcolm and his sales plummeted. Malcolm and
Sammy came up with a new  ____________________  . Malcolm would use his 

railroad ID to travel – for free – up and down the east coast selling  _____________________  .


In 1943, Malcolm turned 18 and was eligible for the  __________________ .

When he got his notice, Malcolm set out to be  _______________________  by the

armed forces. He started to act  “ _____________________  “ and word spread. On

the day that he was to report for his physical, Malcolm dressed in a wild  

________________________  , frizzed his hair and ran around the center talking 

crazy. Malcolm was sent to the  _____________________  where he continued his

crazy act. Malcolm was rejected by the army and did not have to fight in the

____________________  .
Word Bank


apartment


cesspool


friend


hustlers


numbers


status


street


total


train


trust





Word Bank


arrested


detectives


fool


friend


hustle


job


musicians


plan


police


profit


prostitute


reefer


rule


search


spy


waiter





Word Bank


crazy


draft


outfit


psychiatrist


rejected


war








