Name:  ________________________________________________

The Autobiography of Malcolm X






Chapter 7 -- Hustler

Directions: Complete the summary using the words in the Word Bank.


Malcolm eventually lost his contacts with the  ____________________  and

his side business of selling reefer. It happened at a   ____________________  game

with off-duty workers. One man  ____________________  and Malcolm pulled a gun 

on him. The police were called and Malcolm lost his  _____________________  and 

was blackballed by every railroad. 


Now Malcolm was back on the streets as a real  ____________________  . He

considered himself a “true hustler – uneducated, unskilled at anything honorable, …

nervy… and   ____________________  . “ (pg 111) Unfortunately hustling led to more

serious,   ___________________  activities. Before long, Malcolm would get high on

cocaine and commit   ____________________  and stick-ups. He would only 

____________________   enough to get by on. He still played the numbers, bought

stolen  _____________________  and changed his rented room every week or so in

order to avoid the police.


Malcolm’s younger  ________________________  Reginald had joined the

Merchant Marines and, on occasion, his ship would dock in New York City. Malcolm

____________________  showing Reginald around the city. Eventually they got an

____________________  together. Then Reginald needed a job so Malcolm set him 

up with a   ______________________  hustle – selling items he had bought cheap for 
more money. Reginald also found an   ______________________  black woman for a 

girlfriend. He was only sixteen.


Life in Harlem was   _____________________  . Bars were  

_____________________  , the whites stopped visiting and money was scarce.

One day, Malcolm and his friend Sammy robbed a   _____________________

together. Sammy was grazed by a   _______________________  . When Malcolm 

went to check on Sammy, Sammy’s girlfriend   ______________________  him.

She   _______________________ Malcolm for Sammy’s injury. Malcolm 

defended himself by   ______________________  her. Sammy drew a 

_____________________  on Malcolm. Malcolm escaped but their 

_____________________  was never the same.


Malcolm moved on to a new  ________________________  . He joined the

_________________________  racket. His job was to ride a bus across the bridge, hand off a

________________________  of betting slips and take the bus home. Malcolm 

_______________________ his own numbers contact to heavy-hitter, West Indian Archie.


Archie was a real   ______________________  . He had been in 
_____________________  and was known as a “bad” Negro. He had a photographic

_____________________  and never wrote down the numbers that people bet. As a 

result the police were never able to  _____________________  him running numbers.

It was a   ________________________  to be his client.


Malcolm’s next job was working as a “ _____________________  “  . This 

meant he worked with the   _____________________  of a house of prostitution. She

catered to  _____________________  customers. Since going into Harlem could be

______________________  for the white customers, Malcolm would meet them on a 

corner and take them to the woman willing to ‘accommodate’ the  _________________  .

This type of trade involved men,  ______________________  and lesbians. Malcolm

came to believe that white men have the   ________________________  morals.


During this time Malcolm was accused of a robbery that he did not 

_____________________  . He left   ________________________  to visit family in

Michigan and to avoid the police. He returned to Harlem after the real

___________________________  was caught. He did not return to ‘steering’. Instead

he took a break from work and increased his  _______________________  use. He was now

________________________  most of the time, smoking reefer and opium.


Malcolm then took a job working for Hymie transporting

___________________  whiskey. They both liked and  _____________________

each other. Unfortunately the bootleg business did end well for Hymie and he

just   _______________________  .


Once again, a  _______________________  was committed by a light

skinned Negro and Malcolm came under suspicion. Two   ____________________

found Malcolm in a bar and had intentions of hurting him. Malcolm was saved when a

_______________________  walked into the bar.Malcolm believes that Allah was 

watching over him and   _____________________  him during this time in his life 

of bad choices.


One event happened that Malcolm  _______________________  and he shouldn’t have – 

West Indian Archie was looking for him.
Word Bank


card


cheated


cunning


hustler


illegal


job


railroad


robberies


steal


suit





Word Bank


apartment


attacked


bag


blamed


brother


bullet


changed


changing


closing


enjoyed


friendship


gun


hitting


hustle


legitimate


numbers


older


store








Word Bank


catch


commit


criminal


customer


dangerous


high


lowest


madam


memory


narcotics


prison


status


steerer


thief


town


white


women








Word Bank


bootleg


disappeared


ignored


Italians


policeman


protecting


respected


robbery








