Name:  ________________________________________________

The Autobiography of Malcolm X






Chapter 9 -- Caught

Directions: Complete the summary using the words in the Word Bank.


Back in Boston, Ella and Shorty are amazed at how much Malcolm has

____________________  . His drug use had   _______________________  and his

vocabulary was reduced to profanity and hip lingo. He dressed more conservatively

and no longer  _______________________  . He rarely interacted with anyone –

until he re-connected with  ________________________  .


He also re-connected with   _____________________  . She was still married

and continued to give Malcolm  ______________________  . However, now he 

demanded more money from her and would even “ ________________________  her

around” (pg. 138). He believed that every woman  _______________________  this.

Sophia introduced Shorty to her younger  ______________________  and there was an

instant connection. Malcolm also saw Laura on occasion and they would get

_____________________  together.


 Malcolm was  _____________________  and joined the street life of Boston.

He was  _____________________  as a gambler and was known to carry multiple

guns and to be “crazy”. Malcolm needed more than  _____________________  . He needed a 

new   ____________________  -- one that could also help his friend Shorty.


Shorty and Malcolm recruited another man, Rudy, to help them

________________________  homes. They then recruited Sophia and her sister to

_____________________  out houses to rob. They also found a representative for a

_____________________  to get rid of their goods. 


Malcolm became the “ ______________________ “ of the group. He 

reinforced this concept by playing Russian  ______________________  with himself. 

This showed the others that he was  ____________________  and that he was not 

afraid to die. This earned him total  _____________________   .


Rudy usually stood  ________________________  while Malcolm and Shorty 

robbed the houses. The  _____________________  were rarely involved with the actual

robbery. The group stole and fenced everything from Oriental rugs to

________________________  , clothes and cash.


Boston had two  ________________________  detectives. Malcolm and 

Detective Turner   _____________________  each other. It got to the point where

Malcolm publically humiliated and then defied Turner to  ____________________

him. Malcolm had become  ________________________  .


Drugs continued to be a major part of his life and the heavy use was starting to 

impact his  ______________________  .


For example, one night Malcolm went to a   ____________________

and saw Sophia, her sister and a white man sitting and having drinks. Instead of

_____________________  the situation, Malcolm went up to the table and called 

Sophia “Baby”. Later that night a man came to Malcolm’s   _____________________  .

He found things the girls had left in a closet as well as Malcolm hiding under his  

____________________  without a gun. Malcolm was   _____________________

his edge.


He had kept a  ________________________  that he had stolen. It needed

repairs so Malcolm took it to a  _____________________  . However, 

unknown to Malcolm, all of the jewelers in town had been   _____________________  

about the expensive, stolen watch. When Malcolm went to pick it up – he was 

_____________________  . Thankfully he was smart enough not to use his

____________________  . Being arrested that day saved Malcolm’s 

___________________  . Reportedly, Sophia’s   _____________________  showed

up at Malcolm’s that same day. He had a gun and had planned to  ___________________  

Malcolm.


The girls and Shorty were also arrested as part of the  ___________________   ring. Only

Rudy got away. Malcolm and Shorty went on   _____________________  . But, as things 

progressed it seemed that what they were really on trial for was  “ [  ___________________  ]

the man’s women.” (pg.153)


At the end of this chapter Malcolm explains that he told us, the readers,

about his criminal past so that we could understand  “that [he] had sunk to the very

_____________________  of the American white man’s society (pg. 153) He

states that people need to understand that this was a  ____________________  of him.

This knowledge will help the reader to see that “Allah and the religion of Islam …

completely  ___________________________  [his] life.” (pg. 153)

Word Bank


bored


changed


cocaine


danced


gambling


high


hustle


increased


money


needed


respected


sister


slap


Sophia





Word Bank


boss


burglarize


crazy


fence


girls


hated


jewelry


judgement


kill


Negro


over-confident


respect


roulette


scout


watch








Word Bank


apartment


arrested


bed


burglary


gun


husband


ignoring


jeweler


kill


losing


nightclub


notified


taking


trial


watch





Word Bank


bottom


part


transformed








