Fate vs. Freewill
Shakespeare Uncovered  (movie)

Ethan Hawke describes Macbeth as:

 a “man who will kill his way to the Scottish throne”

a man with “a broken, greedy, bloody heart”

he portrays the “darker side of the human psyche”

“starts as a warrior”

is someone who challenges authority – he kills the king

The three witches prophesize that Macbeth will be king and the ‘Macbeths decide to make it happen’. The witches ‘trigger his descent into evil.’

Question: Which came first?

Did Macbeth always desire the crown or did the witches plant the idea?

Hawke states that we are all susceptible to the ‘idea’

Ambition seems to be Macbeth’s undoing. All men have ambition and ambition makes men “often forget our better part”.

After the murder of Duncan, Macbeth does not feel secure in being king. Macbeth suppresses all feeling and “plows on”. Even after the death of his wife, Macbeth is empty of emotion. He must continue on his path to retain the crown, there is no turning back.
Even at the end of the play, Macbeth fights Macduff knowing that he will die. Macbeth realizes that the promises of safety that the witches gave him were empty promises. He has nothing left to live for. He knows that he is a lost soul.

Macbeth and Lady Macbeth

she has been portrayed in a variety of ways – from domineering to seductive.


does she make him a killer?


does she push him to glory?
Macbeth and his wife make a plan to kill Duncan then Macbeth rejects the plan. His wife is furious

Macbeth and his wife were together in their plan for Macbeth to become king. Love for each other was the focal point. Macbeth wants to make her happy.

However, after the murder of Duncan, the ‘couple’ drift apart, they are no longer ‘connected’. 

Macbeth becomes a solitary tyrant

Lady Macbeth completely breaks down


Greenblatt

At the beginning of the play Lady Macbeth was strong, cool, plotting. Yet she unravels as the play goes on. She loses her mind.”
Historian Justin Champion


witches have a powerful connection with the audience.


at the time of the play, even kings believed in witches and their influence on politics.

There was a real Macbeth and Duncan and a fortress at Dunsinane. However, in reality, Macbeth defeated Duncan on the battlefield and Duncan became a casualty of war.
Stephen Greenblatt

Is this Macbeth’s character or is the supernatural the driving force?

There are outside forces that influence people but, there are also forces inside each person.

Gail Kern Paster


Does the supernatural cause anything in the play?


If Macbeth doesn’t kill Duncan, he will be shamed, in the eyes of his wife, forever


It is almost as if he wants to be “talked into it”

Gwen Ashead (therapist)

Macbeth changes after the murder of Duncan

There is shock, numbness and his language falls apart. This is typical of people who are distressed.

everything changes after a murder, you can never go back to how it was ‘before’

Things are not ‘finished’, it is only the beginning of his new life.

You try to justify the act to yourself.

Marjorie Garber

Macbeth is a tragedy because he could have pulled back, but he doesn’t. As a result, he lost what was most valuable.
